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Minutes of the monthly meeting of SEND PARISH COUNCIL
held on Monday 20th April 2026 at 7.45 p.m.
in the UPPER ROOM of the Lancaster Hall

Present: Cllr J Osborn (Chair) Cllr D Hurdle (Vice Chair), Cllr J Manktelow, Cllr A Roberton, Cllr H  Thomas, Cllr C Goehler, Cllr K Lord, Proper Officer: N Mair (Clerk), J Caine (Assistant Clerk), Cllr B Hughes (SCC), Cllr J Brooker (GBC), Cllr J Fenwick (GBC), also two members of the public.
Public Session: A member of the public expressed a view that members of the public  were receiving mixed messages regarding possible options for Potters Lane, including closure. The resident suggested a public meeting for the wider village might be helpful. In response, the Chairman stated that the matter was recognised as an important and complex one, involving several interconnected issues including wider highway movements and the Burnt Common slip roads. The Council is calling for joined-up engagement between all relevant parties and had attended a constructive meeting with the parties in December.  Unfortunately, a further meeting with Surrey Highways has not been forthcoming so far. It was agreed that the Council would continue to seek a further meeting with Surrey Highways and ask County Councillor Hughes to assist with appropriate engagement.
The public session was then closed.

135/26/1. Apologies for Absence - apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Margaret Bruton	

136/26/2. Declarations of Interest - declarations of interest were received from Cllr C Goehler (non-pecuniary) and Cllr K Lord (pecuniary).

137/26/3. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 16 February 2026, 16 March 2026 and the Extraordinary Council Meeting of 30 March 2026
RESOLVED: The minutes were unanimously approved.
138/26/4.  Chairman/Clerk’s Report.
               The Chairman reported that she and the Vice-Chair, Cllr Hurdle had met with Zoe Franklin MP as part of a regular six-monthly meeting. A useful discussion had taken place covering the protection of the River Wey corridor, Guildford Borough Council’s decision to proceed with redetermination of the 94 Potters Lane application while legal proceedings were ongoing, the continuing importance of the Burnt Common slip roads considering forthcoming development pressures, and wider issues arising from Local Government Reorganisation. Parish Governance matters were also touched upon at the meeting, including the contradiction between candidates not being required to publish their home address when standing for election, but councillors then being required to include it on their register of interests once elected. There was also discussion regarding the pressures of public life and the fact that parish councillors remain the only unpaid tier of local government representation.
The Chairman advised that the Flood Forum had also been attended and that the issue of drainage in the vicinity of the recreation ground had again been raised. It was reported that ditches in Tannery Lane were expected to be addressed, although members noted that this would need to be monitored. The Chairman also reported that work to the shelter belt trees was now completed.
The Council was reminded that the pre-election period was in effect and that care must therefore be taken in public communications.
Finally, the Chairman advised that the Clerk had been dealing with a personal matter and that some delay in administrative matters was therefore understandable.
The Chairman’s report was noted.

The Clerk reported that she had attended the Clerks’ Forum on 24 March 2026. Matters discussed had included year-end processes, election costs, local government reorganisation and highways-related issues. The Clerk advised that the likely cost of future elections had been an eye-opener and would need to be reflected in future budgeting.
The Clerk further reported that preparations were underway for the end of year and that Joanna Cadman would be assisting with the audit preparation and reopening of the accounts for the new financial year. The internal audit was due to take place on 21 May 2026.
The Clerk’s report was noted.

139/26/5.  Borough Councillor/County Councillor reports 
Cllr Bob Hughes reported that speed limit reductions were proposed in the Burnt Common area. The section of Portsmouth Road leading to the new roundabout would become 30 mph, and the existing 40 mph stretch would also be reduced to 30 mph. Members welcomed the report and requested that details be provided in writing.
A further update was given regarding a small parcel of land adjacent to the shops and recreation ground entrance which Surrey Highways had now acknowledged it owned. Members noted this positively, as it may assist with future access arrangements associated with the pavilion and parking proposals. It was requested that written confirmation and revised plans be supplied for the Council’s records.
Cllr Hughes also raised concern regarding two damaged vehicles outside Send School, together with broken glass and debris. It was reported that Guildford Borough Council had advised that the vehicles were not abandoned vehicles but the result of a road traffic collision and that the matter therefore fell to the police. Cllr Hughes stated that he was continuing to pursue the issue given the location outside the school.
Members also raised with Cllr Hughes the failure to reinstate two bus stops outside the Garlick’s Arch / Allium Park development, and the dangerous condition of the pothole/depression on the lost highway land adjacent to the recreation ground. The Assistant Clerk forwarded the correspondence with Vistry to Cllr Bob Hughes who agreed that these concerns would be followed up.
A further concern was raised regarding a right-turn movement at the new roundabout arrangement, at Allium Park which was considered potentially dangerous. Cllr Hughes agreed to raise this as well.
The report was noted.

The Borough Councillors reported briefly on current planning matters in the ward. It was also confirmed that the enforcement matter at Broadmeads had been successfully resolved and the unauthorised structures removed, which Members welcomed.
The reports were noted.

140/26/6. Planning & Environment Committee
a) Planning Committee Minutes – to note the Planning Minutes from the Committee meeting held on 30th March 2026 and to receive an update on other planning applications
Members referred to the refusal of the appeals concerning the land at Heath Drive, noting that this was a very positive outcome. It was observed that the Planning Inspector had attached weight to the Council’s submissions regarding the character and appearance of the River Wey corridor and biodiversity impacts.
The Council also noted contact from Green Kite Homes regarding Highlands Farm, including a request to meet both Send and Ripley Parish Councils to discuss the EIA scoping response and potential section 106 priorities. It was reported that a request had also been made for comments on possible naming options for the site. Members considered that discussion of naming was premature at this stage and that the Council should instead focus on substantive planning and infrastructure matters.
Members further noted the cumulative effect of major applications both within and beyond the parish, including in Woking, Sutton Green and nearby locations. It was agreed that work should continue a broader statement addressing the cumulative planning pressure arising from large-scale schemes around the area.
It was suggested that a shared document be established to begin collating section 106 priorities and ideas in advance of future discussions.
The report was noted.

141/26/7. Financial and other Council Matters
a) Monthly expenditure list for April 2026  – to approve
RESOLVED: The expenditure list for April 2025 was approved.
b) February bank reconciliation – to approve – approved
c) J Cadman – Attendance Prior to and Following the Audit - The Council approved the engagement of Joanna Cadman to assist the Clerk in preparing for and following the annual audit.
d) Internal Audit – 21 May 2026. The date of the internal audit was noted.
e) Casual Vacancy for a Councillor – a casual vacancy remains on the Council
f) Rota for May Fair – the rota would be circulated shortly.
g) Street Lighting maintenance contract – 4% increase. Members noted that the current contractual position first needed to be checked, particularly whether the three-year agreement remained in force. It was recalled that a similar increase had been queried previously and had then been withdrawn.
Resolved: That the matter be deferred pending review of the contract documentation and further clarification from the contractor.

142/26/8.  Pavilion Redevelopment Committee – update on project
It was reported that work was continuing with the architects on the developing design, together with further workstreams relating to VAT advice, charitable structure, transport and parking, business planning, project risk management and consultant coordination. It was further noted that the project would have a presence at the May Fair, with plans on display and publicity for a further transport consultation anticipated in early June.
Members were advised that quotations were still being pursued for fire safety consultancy and geotechnical survey work, but that these were not yet ready for decision.
The Council then considered the evolving design, based on Option 5, with several amendments proposed following further design review. The amended design included moving the building further back within the site, improving the yard arrangement, switching internal layouts including the changing places facility, and revising the roof and dormer arrangement to improve the efficiency of solar panel provision and longer-term future-proofing.
Members discussed the layout, including security, circulation around the building, the likely materials and robustness of ancillary outbuildings, and the need to ensure the design remained subject to future feasibility, transport and foundation work.
Resolved: That the evolving pavilion design based on Option 5, subject to the amendments outlined at the meeting, be approved as the basis for further architectural work and public consultation. One councillor abstained

143/26/9. Amenities and Leisure Services committee – update on all projects
       a) Maple Road – it was noted that this matter had already been covered in the Chairman’s report.
b) General repairs – multiplay at recreation ground – members were advised that further repairs were required to the multiplay unit. Some replacement parts ordered previously had not all been supplied, and arrangements had now been made to inspect the equipment and place a further order.
Resolved: That the ordering of the necessary replacement parts be approved.
c) New play equipment and consultation - The Council considered the proposed replacement play equipment to be funded from section 106 contributions arising from Pembroke House and Oldlands.
It was reported that the available section 106 sum was £44,651 and that the proposed scheme was largely like-for-like replacement of ageing equipment, including new swings and trim trail / balancing features. The plans would be displayed at the May Fair and local residents consulted.
Resolved: That the proposed replacement play equipment scheme and associated consultation be approved.
d) Cemetery drainage markers - The Clerk reported that the drainage installed at the cemetery had still not been marked out by the engineers, despite repeated chasers. This now required urgent action to avoid future damage during grave digging works. The update was noted and further chasing agreed.
e) Bus Shelters - It was noted that the bus shelter at Burnt Common had been checked and properly secured. Members also reiterated their concern regarding the failure to reinstate the two bus stops affected by the Garlick’s Arch / Allium Park works.
f) Fence at Sandfields - It was reported that the fencing around the Sandfields playground had sustained damage and repair options would be taken forward through the Amenities Committee which was noted.
g) Fencing at recreation ground – The Council noted that most of the new fencing works had been carried out, funded through section 106 monies, but that it remained to be checked whether all sections had been completed.
h) Allotments – possible installations of greenhouses/sheds; skip hire – The Council noted that greenhouses and sheds could not be permitted on the allotments because the superior landlord did not allow permanent structures on the land. In relation to skip hire, it was noted that if allotment holders wished to arrange a skip this would need to be at their own cost.
i) Notice board at Send Marsh – it was reported that the replacement notice board had been delivered and was currently being stored at the office. Preparatory works to the site had now been undertaken and the contractor would be chased again regarding installation.
j) Bench memorial for the Groves Family – the Council considered a proposed memorial bench arrangement for the Groves family. Members noted that the design had been favourably received by the Amenities Committee, but that the exact siting and design still required final confirmation and the family should be advised. 
k) Renewal of Pest Control Contract at the Cemetery – it was noted that the pest control contract remained within an existing three-year arrangement running to 2027.
l) Proposed EV Charging Points in Send – the Council considered the proposal for EV charging points in the vicinity of the village shops.
Members expressed significant concern that the proposed arrangement, involving multiple slower chargers in an already constrained parking area, would be unsuitable for the location and could worsen parking pressure, create confusion and fail to support the shops effectively. It was considered that, if charging infrastructure were to be introduced locally, faster chargers in a more suitable location might be preferable, particularly in conjunction with wider parking and transport planning work already underway.
Members also expressed disappointment that the Parish Council had not been directly consulted at an earlier stage, given the Council’s own transport work in that area.
Resolved: Cllr Bob Hughes will inform SCC that the Parish Council does not support the present proposal in its current form and that the reasons set out during the meeting be conveyed.

144/26/10.  Communications and any other Communications received after the agenda has been prepared
a) The Pound – changes to area
The Council noted a long-standing communication regarding possible changes to access arrangements at The Pound. As the individual concerned was understood to have moved away, Members considered that no action should be taken at this time unless the matter was raised again.
b) Football Club Banner Request
The Council considered a request from the football club to display a banner on match days on Saturdays and alternate Sundays, with the banner to be erected only during the relevant period and removed afterwards.
Members supported the principle of assisting promotion of local football, whilst expressing concern not to damage new fencing or the weaker tennis court fencing. It was suggested that any permission should be limited, carefully controlled and directed to a suitable location.

145/26/11.  Other Reports
a) Lancaster Hall – It was noted that the issue of the carbon monoxide alarm had been raised previously and that a general list of repairs continued to be worked through.

146/26/12. Confidential – to pass a resolution: In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted at Item 13 of the agenda, the press and public to be excluded from this part of the meeting
RESOLVED: Press and public to be excluded.  
147/26/13.  Confidential item – 94 Potters Lane – to receive and consider communication relating to Judicial Review(s) 22/P/01966 & 24/P/01457.   
The Council received a confidential update regarding the ongoing JR proceedings and noted receipt of acknowledgment of service in the third judicial review and the submissions from the interested party. The Chair reported the advice received from counsel and summarised the present procedural position, including the forthcoming renewal hearing. Members discussed attendance arrangements and agreed that, if minor procedural instructions were required on the day, delegated authority should rest with the Chair and Clerk in consultation with legal advisers.
RESOLVED: To delegate authority to Chair and Clerk to instruct Counsel at the Renewal Hearing
The Council also noted a further approach from the interested party seeking a site meeting. Members did not consider such a meeting appropriate at this stage.

148/26/14.   Date of the next meeting – to note that the next monthly meeting will be the Annual Council Meeting on Monday 18 May 2026.
The Chair closed the meeting at 9:21pm. 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting, but a summary of discussion and decisions made at the meeting.
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