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SEND PARISH COUNCIL
    Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting of SEND PARISH COUNCIL
 held on Monday 22nd July 2024 at 8:00p.m. in the Lancaster Hall
for the purpose of transacting the following business
      
Present: Cllr J Osborn (Chair), Cllr D Hurdle (Vice Chair), Cllr M Bruton, Cllr J Manktelow, Cllr M Shields, Cllr A Roberton, Cllr A Sherman, Cllr C Goehler, Proper Officer, Mrs N Mair (Clerk).  B Cllr P Oven and 11 members of the public. 
	Public session

1.


	Members of the public present spoke to express support for the Council to proceed with the legal challenge for 94 Potters Lane, planning application 22/P/01966. One resident was appalled that GBC had not responded to the Council’s PAPL (Pro-Action-Protocal-Letter).
Apologies for absence – An apology for absence was received and accepted for Cllr H Thomas

	2.
	Declaration of Interests by Members on agenda items – A declaration of Interest was declared by Cllr C Goehler in relation to 94 Potter’s Lane as a landscape advisor for the development. 


	3.      
	94 Potters Lane, Send, Woking, GU23 7AL. Planning application 22/P/01966 - to discuss and agree action. 
Cllr J Osborn, presented this item.
There is a limited time frame of 6 weeks to make a legal challenge from the date a planning decision is published. In this case, the challenge must be filed by 24th July. Since the ECM held on the 1st July, there has been widespread support for a Judicial Review of the decision from Send residents. A PAPL was sent to Guildford Borough Council (GBC) and they are expected to respond within 14 days of receipt of the PAPL. GBC has not responded in a timely fashion. SPC’s solicitors have advised on prospects of success. The National Trust (NT) has objected to the application, but their response is not visible on the GBC planning portal. The NT has expressed its support for the challenge. The impact of this planning application for the corridor of the River Wey is significant. 
The Parish Council has received a good number of donations from residents, sufficient to cover the costs of filing the claim and to go towards the costs ‘cap’ but not enough to cover the cost ‘cap’ in its entirety. The Parish Council has two options to consider this evening on how to proceed:
Option 1: The Council proceeds with filing the claim to legally challenge the decision, taking on liability for the shortfall for the cost ‘cap’, while fundraising continues.

Option 2: alternatively, to complain to the Local Government Ombudsman, but this action cannot quash the decision in the outcome, only a legal challenge has the potential to do so.
Members of the Council debated the options, considering a spreadsheet of the donations received so far, and the amount in Council reserves to cover the costs. There were reservations about the Council’s tight budget this year and being drawn into supporting all planning challenges, which is not feasible. However, overall members concluded that public ‘will’ and support from residents for the Council to proceed was a significant consideration that could not be ignored. 
Following the debate the Chair moved Option 1, “The Council proceeds with filing the claim to legally challenge the decision, taking on liability for the shortfall for the cost ‘cap’, while fundraising continues”. Proposed by Cllr J Osborn, seconded by Cllr A Sherman, 5 for the motion and 2 against and I abstention, therefore the motion was carried. 

RESOLVED: Send Parish Council will file the claim against GBC’s decision to approve application 22/P/01966 by the deadline of Wednesday 27th July.

	
	

	4.       
	To note other matters for information only, brought to the attention of the Council, after the publication of the agenda – No other matters were bought to the attention of the Council. 


5.      The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8:25pm. 
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