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SEND PARISH COUNCIL
                          MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15TH JANUARY 2024 AT 7.45 P.M.
                                                         IN THE UPPER ROOM OF THE LANCASTER HALL 
____________________________________________________________________
	
	Present: Cllr J Osborn (Chairman), Cllr D Hurdle (Vice Chairman), Cllr J Manktelow, Cllr M Bruton, 
Cllr A Roberton, Cllr C Goehler, Cllr A Sherman, Mrs N Mair (Clerk)
15 members of the public were also present. The chairman invited comments from the public just prior to the start of the main meeting. Two persons submitted comments. Both persons had concerns arising from the sale of the Send Sand Pit at the top of Send Hill. The other person also had concerns arising from the approval of development of land at 94 Potters Lane. The land at Send Sand Pit is being used by many residents recreationally for dog walking. There was discussion as to whether this land could be made into an Asset of Community Value. The chairman explained that the land has been sold by Guildford Borough Council to a private buyer. The previous application by residents to nominate the land as an Asset of Community Value was not successful and while the land remains an allocated site within the Local Plan another application would be unlikely to succeed. However, GBC must review its Local Plan every five years, a review is about to commence, and residents are urged to strongly make their concerns about the unsuitability of the site for development heard within this review process. SPC will also be making representations during the review. At present there is not a live planning application on the site but should there be one SPC will consider it at the time and fully respond.
The second public member raised concerns over the presence of two active badger sets at the Sand Pit.
At 94 Potters Lane, it can be seen that badgers have developed complicated routeways for foraging through the land.  

	SPC
101.

	Apologies for absence. Apologies were received from Cllr M Shields

	SPC
102.
	Declaration of Interests by Members on agenda items


	SPC
103. 
SPC
104
SPC
105
SPC
106
	Minutes of the Council Meeting on 20th November 2023, ECM 4th December & ECM 11th December 2023                        to sign as a correct record of the meeting.                                                                                                                              
RESOLVED: The minutes of the Council meeting held on 20th November, and ECMs 4th & 11th December to be signed as a correct record of the meetings. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Due to the public interest in planning matters on the agenda, the Chairman proposed to move item 7C to item 4 and other items be pushed back accordingly. The Chairman proposed and it was seconded by the Vice-Chair, Cllr Hurdle, that item 7C be moved to item 4.                                                                                                                      RESOLVED: To move item 7C on the agenda to item 4.
(7c) 94 Potters Lane – The Council had received several requests over the Christmas period for the Council to represent residents and speak at the GBC Planning Committee meeting on the 3rd of January 2024 to object to application 22/P/01966, for five dwellings at 94 Potters Lane.
RESOLVED: To approve Cllr Osborn, Chair of Send Parish Council, to speak, at the GBC Planning Committee meeting on the 3rd of January 2024.
A report was then given by the Chairman on the GBC planning committee meeting and the planning committee's decision to approve the application in line with the officer's recommendation. Concerns were debated on the implications of this decision for the River Wey Conservation Area, the large number of objections to the application, and previous appeal decisions that had refused planning permission for previous applications in the vicinity. The Council proceeded to consider what options it would have to challenge the decision. After discussion, it was agreed to seek initial costings for obtaining a legal opinion on the decision and impact of the approval on the Conservation Area of the Wey Navigation. RESOLVED: To obtain costings for legal advice on the decision. 
Chairman/Clerk’s report 
The Chairman reported the Wisley Inquiry had concluded in December and thanked the team for all its hard work. SPC represented residents at the GBC Planning Committee meeting on the 3rd of January. A Surrey Highways briefing was being given by SALC on the 17th of January and this would be useful to attend.
The Clerk reported on the retirement of the Caretaker and appointment of a new one at the beginning of the month. The new caretaker was settling into the role well. 
The Clerk was due to attend the Clerk’s forum, the following day.

	
	

	SPC
107.
	Borough Councillor/County Councillor reports - to receive an update on issues from the previous meeting and to provide information on other items on this agenda.
Cllr Hughes sent ahead his apologies, so a brief report was read on his behalf. The crossing outside the Send school is still being pursued and disappointment expressed at the approval of the planning application for 94 Potters Lane.
Cllr Oven also addressed the Council dismayed at the Approval for 94 Potters Lane. 
It was also reported that emergency TPOs are now on all trees in the Pembroke House development.
There was also general discussion about pursuing TPO status for all trees in Send.


	SPC
108.
	Communications and any other Communications received after the agenda has been prepared - to consider the following requests and communications: -
a) Mayor’s award – Following discussion it was agreed to recommend two persons for the Mayor’s award.
RESOLVED: To recommend two named candidates for the Mayor’s Award.                                                                                                                                   
b) Rights of Way survey (SCC) – it was agreed to discuss this at the next meeting –
RESOLVED: To discuss the survey at the next Council meeting
c) Anti-social behaviour at the Recreation Ground – the matter was discussed. It was agreed that this behaviour must be reported to the Police and via Facebook Live if possible.
RESOLVED: To encourage residents to report any anti-social behaviour to the police.
d) Other Communications:   Paper Court Lake – parking – a resident had emailed a reported parking at the lake by the business Park. The situation is complex as the Lake is in Ripley and the Business Park in Send. Further investigation is required. 
RESOLVED: To investigate further and contact Ripley Parish Council for assistance


	SPC
109 
   
	Planning
a) a) Planning Committee Minutes – to note the Planning Minutes from the Committee meeting held in December and to receive an update on other planning applications.   
b) RESOLVED: The minutes from the Plannings meetings in November were noted.
c) A brief update was given about large applications. A response was made about Send Barns Stables, and also the implications to Send residents of the Farnborough Airport changes.                    
d) APP/Y3615/W/23/3320175 Land at Wisley Airfield, Hatch Lane, Ockham GU23 6NU​ - to receive an update on the progress of the inquiry.
Due to public interest in this item, the Chairman began by giving the meeting an overview of the Inquiry and a summary of the Rule 6 planning case. The Chairman then proceeded to give an update of proceedings to date. During November the Ripley and Send Rule 6 party had cross-examined the appellant's transport witness and lead planner about the impact of the development on local roads. In December the focus was on the Section 106 agreement and planning conditions associated with the development should permission be granted. Closing statements were given on the 19th and 20th of December. The Inquiry has now concluded apart from the accompanied site visit that will take place on the 16th of January. 
A round of applause was received from members of the public present following the Chairman's speech in acknowledgement of the work of the Send and Ripley Rule 6 party at this inquiry.

	SPC
110.
	Financial and other Council Matters
a) Monthly expenditure list for December 2023 and January 2024 – to approve    
RESOLVED: To approve the expenditure lists for December & January
b) Quarterly Budget report – to note
RESOLVED: To note the quarterly budget report in December 2023
c) Budget - to approve budget and Precept requirement for 2024-2025
A draft budget was considered as recommended by the Finance & General Purposes Committee. It was noted that funds had been drawn from reserves for capital projects in 2023-24 including replacement of play equipment at Maple Road Playground and new bus shelters in Send Marsh (Total drawn from reserves 2023-24 - £38,013). A number of savings in 2023-24 included a refund of energy bills due to the installation of new LED footway lighting (Total savings - £11,480) It was agreed to vire 2 unspent items (Cllr training – to fees to change Rec charity to CIO status - £1k, King’s Coronation - to expenses for Wisley Inquiry/storage cupboard - £1k). 
Future funding of major projects of the Council were discussed including the contribution by S106 monies.
There was a reminder of the Council’s dependence on cemetery income which was variable but not guaranteed and the auditor’s advice to maintain a level of reserves for cash flow.
The Council discussed a recommendation to raise the Precept for 2024-25 by £8,478 (estimated £3.88pa on a tax bill) to increase depleted reserves and meet the increased costs of maintenance and services.
Earmarked reserves were agreed for 2024-25 – Repairs and renewals - £10,000, Cemetery drainage - £10,000, Elections - £1,000, Cemetery mapping - £500. Other cemetery works - £500.
It was agreed to increase Burial Fees 2024-25 by 2% (estimated rate of inflation April 2024).
It was agreed to maintain allotment fees at the current rate. 
RESOLVED: Budget and Precept requirement 2024-25 (£94,984) approved.  
RESOLVED: Virements for 2023-24, Earmarked Reserves 2024-25, Burial fees 2024-25 (2% increase), no increase to allotment fees 2024-25 - approved
RESOLVED: To notify GBC 16.1.23
e) Interim internal audit report – to note interim audit report and approve response. 
It was noted that the Auditor had advised that overall, the Council had successfully maintained a strong system of financial control. Matters Arising from the audit were being addressed. A response to the audit was approved. 
Resolved: Internal audit report noted, and response approved
e) Casual Vacancy for Councillor – to note - NOTED                                                                  
f) Risk Assessment and Financial Risk Assessment – review – To note that a review of Risks and Financial Risks is being carried out at the end of the year 
RESOLVED: Review of Risks and financial risk will be carried out by the end of the financial year

	
	

	SPC
111.
	a) Pavilion Redevelopment Committee
b) a) note the minutes from the meeting in November - NOTED                                                                  
c) b) Update on Project – A short report was given about the project. Feedback is awaited from Roger Taylor re CIO status; the final ecology reports are also awaited from aLyne Ecology. The asbestos survey will be carried out shortly. 
d) c) Community Engagement - to note dates and update - The next community engagement will take place at the Church Rooms, Send at 10am – 1pm, and a final event just prior to the Annual Parish Meeting. There was also discussion about possible advertising via an A frame. 
e) RESOLVED: To rehang the Banner at the Recreation Ground
f) RESOLVED: To re advertise the events in the Ripley & Send Matters
g) RESOLVED: To advertise again on the website.

	
	h) 

	SPC
112.
	Amenities and Leisure Services -   Update on all projects -   
a) Update on Maple Road tendering process – It was reported that a great deal of time had been put into the process, meeting with companies, consultation in the immediate local area, via notices and leaflets. The candidates had been examined and the final three were being considered. A meeting would be held on 16.1.24, to further examine these candidates.
b) Tree inspection – Awaiting confirmation from the arborators.
c) Update on brick demarcation – To be carried out shortly.
d) Drainage Issues – discuss and agree action – A meeting is to take place shortly with Ground Water Dynamics to                discuss results and agree a further drainage strategy.                                                                                            


	SPC
113.
	Other Reports 
Lancaster Hall – No meetings have been held since December.


	SPC
114.     
	Confidential - to pass a resolution: In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted at Item 14 of the agenda, the press and public to be excluded from this part of the meeting.


	SPC
115.   
	Confidential Item – To receive and consider an item on staff matters.
There was a short report about the retirement of the village caretaker. The new caretaker took up the appointment on the 5.1.24. He has settled well into the new role. 
It was also noted that the Admin Assistant to the Clerk had reduced their hours.
Local Government Services Pay Agreement – Notification had been received that the National Joint Council (NJC) for Local Government Services (LGS) had made an agreement on rates of pay for Council employees 2023-24. The implementation of the pay award for the Clerk was approved (increase to backdate to 1st April 2023).
RESOLVED: NJC for LGS pay award for 2023-24 for the Clerk - approved

	
	

	
	

	SPC
116.
	Date of the next meeting – to note that the next monthly meeting will be held on Monday 19th February 2023
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:32pm.
                                         Send Parish Office  28 Send Road  Send  Woking GU23 7ET
01483 479312 clerk@sendparishcouncil.gov.uk



